
Welcome Back! 

Happy New Year! We hope that you have all had a fun-filled yet restful break. It has been lovely to see 
so many cheery faces ready for the new term, followed by even cheerier ones from the parents!  

We are looking forward to a new year full of learning and exciting experiences. 

Our Spring Term Curriculum 

This term’s topic comes under the heading of, ‘What makes the UK unique?’ This topic is geographically 
based and will involve the children exploring globes and maps of different scales to help locate UK cities 
and to study physical features such as rivers and.  They will able to investigate different views—such as 
‘bird’s eye’ and understand scale and keys. The theme will give the children a greater understanding of 
what connects the people of the UK alongside identifying some of the beautiful locations which can be 
found across our country. 

In Science, we will be investigating Electricity with the key question, ‘What would life be like without 
electricity?’ as well as looking at circuits. 

           Wider Experiences!        

Our school trips have become one of the most memorable parts of our curriculum with children being 
able to immerse themselves in the topic they are  learning. Last term, Middle school children and staff 
enjoyed a visit to Colchester Castle which helped to bring the Romans to life. 

This term, we are planning another exciting experience as part of our topic, ‘What makes the UK 
unique?’ More details to follow. 

           Home-Learning    

Home learning continues to be an essential part of your child’s learning—it prepares them for learning 
that they will be doing or consolidates learning they have been doing in class. Home learning is set each 
Friday for Maths and English and is expected to be bought in the following Friday.  

Children are also expected to read at least five times a week to an adult at home. Please support them 
by signing their Reading Record each time they read to you. 

Times Tables Rock Stars is an important part of ongoing home learning and should be played at least 
once a week — every child has their own log in so please ask one of us if your child does not know 
theirs. If they are unable to play at home or they would like some extra practice, TTRS Club is open each 
lunch time (Monday to Thursday).  

Swimming       

Following last year’s success, we are very pleased to once again be offering swimming as part of our cur-
riculum for the children in year 4 this term . Further information will be sent out soon. 



Other useful reminders 
 

Please ensure that your child always has the following items in school: 
• Coat (named*) 
• Water bottle (named*) 
• PE kit including plimsolls and an outdoor kit including trainers (named*) 
• Book bag or similar with reading book and reading diary and homework folder. 
 

*We have been unable to reunite many items of clothing and other belongings to their 
owners because so much is unnamed. Please check that labels have not fallen off or that 
writing has not faded with wear. Thank you. 

Remember that lots of important information can be found on the school website: 

https://st-osyth.essex.sch.uk/ 
 

Our Calendar and Important Dates 

https://st-osyth.essex.sch.uk/calendar/ 
 

https://st-osyth.essex.sch.uk/key-information/school-holidays-and-term-dates/ 
 

Our Newsletters 

https://st-osyth.essex.sch.uk/news/ 
 

Our Curriculum 

https://st-osyth.essex.sch.uk/curriculum-and-classes/curriculum/ 
 

Our Safeguarding 

https://st-osyth.essex.sch.uk/key-information/information-hub/#safeguarding 

 

Dates for your diary 

Swimming lessons for children in year 4 start  - Thursday 12th January 

Optional Royal Opera House trip—Wednesday 25th January 

Half term holiday week beginning—Monday 13th February 

Last day of Spring term—Friday 31st March 

Start of Summer Term—Monday 17th April  
 

For any other important dates, such as Parent consultations, please look at the weekly 
newsletter sent out each Friday and which can be found on the school website. 

With best wishes for a Happy New Year and a successful Spring Term, 

The Middle School Team 


