
Autumn Term 2020 

Welcome to our First Term in Early Years! 

We hope that you all had a lovely Summer break and are ready for the term ahead. We follow the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Guidance which has seven broad areas of learning.  The Early Years Foundation Stage Principles help us to support 
each child’s development as an individual in all aspects of their lives; helping them to become independent learners that 
contribute to their community socially, physically and academically.  

Reading and Reading Awards 

Children will bring home three books towards the end of their first term 
in Reception, once they have begun to learn and recognise some sounds. 
One book will be a book set at their reading level. The second book will be 
more challenging and contain words that they may need help with and 
that you can read together. The third book will be a book chosen from 
our class library that you can share together. Your children’s books will 
be changed once a week (We will inform you in your child's reading diary 
of this day).  

Children will be heard to read throughout the week. From half term   
onwards, Sounds, High Frequency and Tricky words learnt will also be 
checked.  
Please remember to record in your child’s home-school diary every time 
you listen to your child ‘read’ so they start to get reading awards. Your 
child will need to share books at home at least 5 times each week to get 
their name put into the reading raffle, where 
they have the chance to win a book to bring 
home and keep.  The books you share do not  
always need to be school books. 

Topic 
Our topic for this half term is titled ‘There’s no place like home’. We will be talking about different types of homes, 
homes around the world and looking at our houses in our locality. All being well, we will be having visitors e.g. an Estate 
Agent, come in to talk to us about their role and introduce our topic.  
After half-term, we will be exploring the topic of ‘Under the Sea’. We are planning on a trip to Colchester Zoo as part of 
our learning - focussing on the study of penguins. We will also be looking at various celebrations and festivals as they arise 
e.g. Diwali, Eid, Bonfire night, Hanukah and Christmas. As the nights draw in, we will also be looking at nocturnal animals 
and stories related to such animals e.g. The owl who was afraid of the dark. 

Up and Coming Events 
 
Wear your slippers at school 
As part of settling in, getting to know one another and our Communication and Language aspect of the curriculum, we would 
like Reception children to wear their slippers in class. 
 
Introduction to topic - Houses and Homes 
Estate agent visitor to class to talk about job role and different types of houses, leading to a treasure hunt around our 
locality - St Osyth - to spot the different types of houses mentioned. 
 
EYFS Reading workshop for parents, Tuesday 13th October 2:00pm-3:00pm  
Letters and Sounds is a scheme for teaching letter sounds for reading and writing. Drop in and collect some useful tips and 
ideas for helping your child to read and write and keep them busy learning at home. 
 
3 Bears Tea-Party for Reception Children. 
A celebration round up to the end of topic learning about houses and homes. 
 
Provisional Colchester Zoo Trip, Friday 6th Nov- Further information to follow in separate letter. 
A trip for Reception children to Colchester Zoo to learn more about penguins, supporting topic work for this half term. 
Date may be subject to change due to availability of sessions being run at Colchester Zoo at this time. 

Wow Vouchers 

Each child will have a little booklet of 
‘wow vouchers’ sent home this term. 
When you see some fantastic learning or 
something that you are really proud of 
that your child has achieved, fill in a ‘wow 
voucher’ slip and hand to the teacher as 
you arrive at school. We will then share 
this with the rest of the class. The slip 
will then be added to your child’s    
Learning Journey. 

http://www.grendonunderwood.bucks.sch.uk/reading/
http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/6091-6100/sb6094.html

